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A Homeschool Supplement Guide for A Noble Masquerade by Kristi Ann Hunter 

(Please note that this guide contains spoilers. You may want to read the book first.) 

 

Personal Growth: 

When it comes to personal growth, there is considerable value in personal introspection. 

Miranda keeps a journal of sorts in the form of letters to her not-so-imaginary friend. She also 

struggles with meeting the expectations of those around her while still being herself. Ryland is 

learning how to balance his life as it undergoes a significant change. Since he is no longer a spy 

and can't go back to who he was before he took that job, he has to decide what sort of man he is 

going to be now. Finding the balance between the two worlds is difficult.  

Do you keep a journal? How could a journal be a good tool for personal introspection? 

What other tools could be used?  

Writing prompts for starting or continuing a journal: 

 - What expectations do you feel pressured to meet? Do these expectations go 

against your natural inclinations? How can those two things be balanced?  

 - How will upcoming transitions (shifting to home learning, impending 

graduation, family change) change your life? Are you prepared for that change? What are some 

of the things that might occur because of that change and how can you be prepared for them?  

 - How good of a job would you do as a spy? If you had ended up in the woods 

with Ryland and Miranda or had to confront the gunman in the Abbey, how would you have 

reacted to the situation?  

 - Also use the "consider this" comments in the historical section to prompt entries 

comparing and contrasting the past to today.  
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Alternate writing idea:  

 Take up the lost art of letter writing. Find a pen pal or send a letter to a family 

member.  

 

Historical Connections: 

A Noble Masquerade takes place in England, 1812-1813. There are several historical 

elements that could be used as a starting point for more in depth research.  

1. Napoleonic Wars 

There are many aspects of the Napoleonic Wars that you can study further.  

 Espionage 

  Ryland is a former spy for England during the Napoleonic Wars. Information on 

spies of this era is difficult to find and can be contradictory because they were, well, spies, and it 

wasn't considered a very noble or gentlemanly thing to do. Today we find the concept rather 

fascinating. If you want to look into this more, there are a few sources. Using the word 

"espionage" in your search instead of  "spies" will net more results. You can also look for 

mentions of the War Office and Wellington's Men. Information on the French spies is a bit more 

readily available. Even if you can't find many sources on the spies, you can still study the tactics 

of the Napoleonic Wars and compare them to how more modern wars were/are fought.  

 Timeline of the War 

 In the book, Ryland (and everyone else) thinks the war is over. As it turns out, it 

isn't. There were several times between 1813 and 1815 (and even more if you walk the timeline 

all the way back to the late 1700s) that people thought the war was over when it wasn't. Look at 
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that timeline and discuss the uncertainty caused by such changes. Compare them to our attempts 

to predict the future today and the uncertainty of the COVID-19 crisis.  

 Starting point sources:  

 - A good set of starting articles can be found on these sites:  

https://candicehern.com/regencyworld/napoleonic-wars/  

  https://schoolhistory.co.uk/notes/napoleonic-wars/ 

  http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/wars_napoleonic.html 

 - A few extensive documentaries on the war can be found on YouTube 

 

2. Regency England Culture 

 - Since the war was in France, life in England continued on mostly as it always 

had. The country had been at war of some sort or another for years but it hadn't been on English 

soil so it was simply a fact of life. Being cut off from France, however, was a cultural shift. 

Choose an aspect of life that you find interesting - fashion, language, food, anything - and study 

how they changed in England from the late 1700s to the time of the book (1813). Compare that 

to how things changed in France. High society in England had frequently taken their cues from 

the French court and having to eschew all things French was very difficult for some.  

 - Studying class systems and peerages can be fascinating, especially if you live in 

a country that does not have such defined roles and classes. Study the levels of the peerage, the 

titles, and what is called precedence. Consider the possible pros and cons of such a system. You 

can even examine how the medieval feudal system shifted into the system of the Regency era 

and even how it has changed more to the way it is today. What sort of social formalities still exist 

in your culture? This can include proper forms of address, casual versus formal interactions, etc. 

https://candicehern.com/regencyworld/napoleonic-wars/
https://schoolhistory.co.uk/notes/napoleonic-wars/
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/wars_napoleonic.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/wars_napoleonic.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/wars_napoleonic.html
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This is an amazing source for information on titles and how they worked in Regency England. 

https://www.chinet.com/~laura/html/titles02.html  

 - The postal system in England at this time is fascinating, complicated, and 

strange. It is so incredibly different from what we are accustomed to today that the contrast 

would be interesting.  

 - Consider the courtship and marriage expectations that Miranda and Ryland 

experienced. How does it work differently in your culture today?  

 

Spiritual Connections 

Consider the way Miranda and Ryland each found their own way to being the person they 

were - personality, feelings, aspirations - within the world that they inhabited. There are many 

verses in the Bible that talk about how God made us each individually so we aren't going to look 

like everyone else. Consider how individuality is a good thing but how it is also important to fit 

within the bigger picture of the body of Christ and the world around you.  

https://www.chinet.com/~laura/html/titles02.html

